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Choose the right journal

• If it’s a print journal, try to familiarise yourself with the publication as a physical object – you’ll be able to learn a great deal of 
helpful information;

• In particular, read the mission statement and make sure that your work fits into it – ask yourself why this journal is better than 
any other for your work;
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Choose the right journal

• Seek the advice of others – your peers, your supervisor and/or PhD examiners – about where to submit;
• Use possible networking opportunities to engage with editors/editorial board members.
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Write your essay

• See if you can engage with existing content – editors love a debate;
• Think about how it might be assessed by the journal’s peer reviewers;
• Make sure it’s not just an undigested thesis chapter;



Art History
Journal of the Association for Art History

www.arthistoryjournal.org.uk                                            @AAH_Journal

Write your essay

• Remember, you probably know more about your subject than anyone else – don’t assume too much prior knowledge of your 
various readers;

• The first and last sentence can be the most important things – quickly signpost in your essay why it meets the journal’s stated 
aims and is of interest to their readership, and at the end remind them of this again;

• Consider structuring your essay with subheadings – it can be a very effective way of organising your material.
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Prepare your submission

• Carefully follow the instructions given about things such as formatting, word length, and the number of images;
• Make sure you have somebody else read over your submission before sending it off;
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Prepare your submission

• Write a good covering letter – this is an excellent opportunity to make clear to the editors why you think your work should be 
published in their journal;

• Take time to put together a really clear abstract – it’ll most likely be the thing that’s used to secure peer reviewers, so really 
needs to sell you work.
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Be patient

• Peer review takes time – the more that you take in advance, the more you’ll help yourself, and the editors;
• Don’t submit your manuscript anywhere else at the same time;
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Be patient

• Don’t hassle the editors for a decision – they’ll tell you how long they anticipate you having to wait;
• If you’re unsuccessful, be sure to rethink carefully – don’t just immediately try your luck somewhere else.
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Revise your submission

• Remember that instructions are just as important after acceptance as before it;
• When you resubmit your manuscript, accompany it with a précis of the changes that you’ve made – this will help the editors 

tremendously;
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Revise your submission

• Securing images and permissions to reproduce them may well take a very long time – get to work on this as soon as possible 
once your essay has been accepted;

• Talk to the editors about timing – agree realistic deadlines that you’re confident you can meet.
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Remember the two most common reasons for rejection

• The essay hasn’t been submitted to the right journal;
• It’s not yet ready.


