
AN UPDATE ON THE UKRI OPEN ACCESS POLICY 
After consultation on its proposed Open Access policy in May of 2020, the UKRI, announced its new 
policy on 6 August 2021.  The Association had been very involved in advocating for the rights of 
authors and journals in our field during the consultation, meeting with UKRI policy makers and 
submitting a formal response (LINK. UKRI-OA-review-AAH-response-for-web.pdf ) 
 
The policy does not hold many surprises, and, as expected, is fairly aligned with Plan S. (For a 
summary of Open Access publishing and its history as well as information on Plan S, please see our 
previously published document here (LINK:  OA-summary-for-AAH-website.pdf )We have noted some 
of the salient provisions for art historians and have indicated where additional information is 
forthcoming from UKRI, as all matters have not been resolved in the policy announcement. 
 
1. Publications Covered   
The policy applies to articles in scholarly journals and to books, book chapters and edited collections 
which result from grants received from one of the nine governmental research councils and grant-
giving bodies—the most pertinent one for art history being, of course, the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC).  While this stipulation limits the reach of the policy, there will be a 
subsequent REF review during which REF might be aligned to the UKRI policy.  If this occurs, the 
policy will apply to any author employed at a higher education institution that receives funding from 
the government. It is unclear whether such changes in REF might take place. The Association will 
take part in that consultation over the new REF policy and will alert members to its timing and 
progress. 
 
2. Time Period for Implantation 
The new policy applies to articles submitted for publication on or after 1 April 2022.  It takes effect for 
books, book chapters and edited collections published on or after 1 January 2024. 
 
3. Gold and Green Open Access 
The policy calls for so-called Gold Open Access which is the immediate free access upon publication 
of the version of record (VOR) of any article published in an academic journal, or Green Open 
Access, making the author-approved manuscript (AAM) available free on an accepted repository 
without an embargo period.  Publishers and subject associations sought the continuation of an 
existing embargo period for articles prior to making Green OA articles freely accessible to help recoup 
some of their costs and effort in creating the VOR.  There is a one-year embargo period after 
publication of the VOR or AAM before books are required to be available in Open Access, and there 
is an exemption from the OA requirement for books if a case can be made that the only suitable 
publisher does not offer an OA licence.  Further information on this exemption will be forthcoming 
from UKRI. 
 
4. Open Access Licences Permitted 
Articles must be published with the least restrictive Creative Commons Attribution licence (CC BY) 
licence, but the UKRI will consider, in a case-by-case basis, allowing a more restrictive licence (CC-
BY-ND, which prevents a derivative re-use or re-purposing without the author’s consent).  Guidance 
for this process will be published ‘in due course’; this will most likely be forthcoming later in the 
Autumn of 2021. 
 
5. The Use of Images 
The policy’s licencing requirements do not apply to material held by third parties (in our case, images) 
included in articles and books, but the policy provides for an exception of the full publication only for 
the latter (i.e. a book does not have to be published in OA if it contains images for which the owners 
do not allow CC-BY licences).  In contrast, the policy does not provide how an article will be published 
if OA rights cannot be obtained or are cost prohibitive to obtain OA licences.  For books, UKRI 
previously proposed the options of inserting URLs to images or ‘tombstone’ information on images or 
simply leaving the images out of the OA version of the book.  We successfully argued against this.  In 
the present REF, as with the new OA policy for books, the entire article can be exempt from being 
published in OA if it relies heavily on third party material for which OA rights cannot be obtained.  The 
Association will contact UKRI to get an answer to this question regarding articles, and we will update 
this information when information is provided.  
 
 

https://forarthistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/UKRI-OA-review-AAH-response-for-web.pdf
https://forarthistory.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/OA-summary-for-AAH-website.pdf


6. Funding 
UKRI is increasing block grants to universities to support article and book processing charges (APCs 
and BPCs respectively) for OA publications.  Institutions will be notified of the amounts they will 
receive by December 2021. 
 
7. Policy Scope for Long-Form Publications 
We and others made the case for exhibition catalogues and scholarly illustrated catalogues to be 
exempt from the OA policy, and that has been granted.  Also outside of the policy are scholarly 
editions (defined as “an edition of another author’s original work or body of works…informed by critical 
evaluation of the sources, often with a scholarly introduction and explanatory notes or analysis on the 
text and/or original author); and trade books (the determination as to a text is a trade book or 
scholarly monograph will come from the author or publisher).  
 
The Association will update this information as processes and further information is published by the 
UKRI in the Autumn of 2021. 
 
The full UKRI policy can be found here: UKRI open access policy – UKRI 
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